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Accusations of Fraud, Brutality to Chil¬ 
dren, Immorality Fail in 
Court Tests 


\\ illiam E. Riknr. head of Holy City, which he owiu and oper* 

the Santa Cruz mountains, has 
been before the spotlight of publicity on numerous occasions. 
He first came into notice when he founded a cult known as tlic 
**Perfect Christian Diyine in Los Angeles and San Fran¬ 

cisco in 1915. Branches were established at Alma* Santa Clara 
county, and other points. 

I May of 1919 Riker was ar^ 
rested for operating a buzz-aaw at 
his cult headquarters In San Fran¬ 
cisco. 

In October of 1921 Riker and 
his wife. Lucille Riker. were in¬ 
dicted on charges of fraud, grand 
larceny, embezzleTnen^ and im¬ 
morality. The case was later dis¬ 
missed. 

SUKD FOR $tOO,DOO. 

In >oveniber of the same 
joar Riker was made a de¬ 
fendant in an action brought 
against him hy Alexander 
Schwartz, who with his wife and 
eight children, was a member of 
ihe Holy City cult. Schwartz 
o^ked $100,000 damages. Mrs. 

Sehwartz filed an affidavit dur¬ 
ing the case that the women at 
■ Holy City were r*onimon 
ertj along with chat tels in gen¬ 
eral. The was 

urdcrea out 

In the same month, Riker was 
also sued for $20,000 damages as 
the result of an automobile acci¬ 
dent. 

tn May of 1922 four children 
were taken from a home operated 
by the Rlkers on the ground that 
it was not a fit place for minors. 

This was followed by a general in- 
v^'.nigation of the colony’s activities 
In August, which got nowhere. 


CHILD SCIT FAILS. 

In April of 1923 the Holy City 
colony was again the center of an 
investigation, this time Involving 
brutality to children. A trial fol¬ 
lowed and again Riker won, the 
charges being dismissed. 

In July an attempt was made to 
wreck the pow'er plant and tele¬ 
phone sub-station of Holy City by 
two men, w’ho “jammed” the power 
station machinco'. The mystery of 
this action was never solved. 

In January of Inst year* Riker 
w as sued by Mrs. Kvelyu Rosen- 
rrnntz on a cliurge of breach of 
Tironiisc. Mrs. Riker came for¬ 
ward with a marriage certificate 
which showed that she and 
Hiker had been marrltd more 
than eleven years* Nothing came 
of this suit, Mrs. Roscncrantz 
herself going to jail on another 
charge. 

In the operation of his colony 
Itiker has advocated cutdoo- liv- ' 
ing, celibacy, raw food, and a 
waiver of world goods, when join¬ 
ing the colony. His agents dis¬ 
tribute tracts and literature to 
motorists driving through the 
town. 











CHARLATAN'S REtORD; ALWAYS EsAiPED CONVICTION 


^HIS is by no means the 
first time that ‘"Father” 


Williart] 


and “King” of Holy City, 
has been under fire. \ 

The chronology of his ar- ^ 
rests and prosecution since ^ 
founding the “Perfect 
Christian Divine Way” cult\; 
of San Francisco and Los \ 
Angeles in 1915 reads like 
a page out of a poHce - 
docket. 

The charges range from 
accusations of fraud and 
immorality to the famous 
half-million dollar love balm 
suit that was brought 
against him by Mrs. Evelyn 


Rosencrantz a year ago.. 
Conspicuous among them 
^overe allegations of weird 
j“free love” practices among 
his disciples, and sensa¬ 
tional charges of child tor- 
\^re. Always, however, he 
«^Vas escaped conviction. 

Here are the highlights 
of his record: 

MAY, 1919 — Arrested 
^ for operating a buzz saw 
late at night at P. C. D. W. 
headquarters, San Fran¬ 
cisco. 

OCTOBER, 1921 — 
“Father” R i k e r and 
“Mother Lucille” indicted 
on charges of fraud and 
immorality. Indictments 
included grand larceny, 


embezzlement, conspiracy 
against public morals and 
obtaining money under 
false pretenses.’ 

OCTOBER, 1921 — 
Agnes Jenkins citation 
showing that her husband 
had deserted her and their 
8-year-old child to become 
a member of the cult; Alex 
Schwartz, who, with his 
wife and eight children, 
lived in the cult nearly 
three years, also a witness 
against the Rikers before 
the Grand Jury. 

NOVEMBER, 1921 — 
Sued by Alexander 
Schwartz, Orland rancher, 
for $100,000 d a m a g e s. 
Schwartz testified that 
shortly after they (his 


family and himself), ar¬ 
rived in Holy City, he com¬ 
plained of Riker’s associ¬ 
ation with Mrj. Schwartz. 
Riker then assigned two 
women to become com¬ 
panions to Schwartz. Con¬ 
ditions became so dis¬ 
tasteful at Holy City that 
Schwartz was forced to 
quit. 

NOVEMBER, 1921 — 
Sued for $20,000 damages 
as a result of an auto acci¬ 
dent. 

MAY, 1922—Four chil¬ 
dren taken fron. a home 
conducted by the Rikers 
on the ground that it was 
not a fit place for the chil - 1 
dren. 

MAY, 1922 — Schwartz 


trial. Testimony so vile 
minors had to be forbidden 
to enter courtroom. Testi¬ 
mony offered showing that 
JRiker had used funds of 
colony for illegal operations 
’ performed by a woman doc¬ 
tor in San Francisco. Said 
wives and husbands were 
separated and classified 
into groups by the Rikers, 
and that “acts were car'^ied 
out at the decree of ‘Father* 
Riker, whom none of the 
cult members dared dis- 
obey.” ^ 

AUGUST, 192fcJln- 
vestigation made o f Jrc at- 
ment of children. i 

SAN JOSE. APRIL 
1923—Sensational cha 
of child torture. T8!lti- 


mony disclosed memb< 
of cult in various insa 
asylums. Childrc 
“stretched with ropes.” 

MAY. 1923 — Freed 
charges of “bestiality 
children.” 

JULY, 1923 — . Plot 
wreck and destroy tl 
power plant at Holy Ci 
frustrated. 

JANUARY, 1928—Su€ 
by Mrs. Evelyn Rose 
crantz, three - time Sc 
Quentin convict, for $50C 
OOp breach of promise. Als 



a Rei 
and en 
d again: 
s to ha\ 
Woniay 
ovie/ 


















